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Press release
Benefit package: DTCO 2.0a plus DTCO SmartLink 

· VDO launches its sales campaign for its current tachograph products
· Focus on truck fleet efficiency
Villingen-Schwenningen/Germany, April 23, 2013. “Go for the DTCO with SmartLink” is the slogan bannering the launch of this year’s VDO Europe-wide sales campaign aimed at commercial vehicle drivers and fleet managers. Anyone opting for a new DTCO and the DTCO SmartLink from VDO before May 31, 2013, will get them at an attractive benefit package and can start to optimize their day-to-day fleet management right away.      


“Our products go a long way to improving fleet management for trucks and, more specifically, make it even easier for drivers to organize their driving and rest times. The latest DTCO 2.0a version of the digital tachograph from VDO has a built-in counter function” said Dr. Michael Ruf, Head of Commercial Vehicles & Aftermarket at Continental. VDO Counter shows truck drivers at a glance how much driving time they still have. While they rest, the DTCO 2.0a displays the remaining rest time and the next maximum driving time, while drivers can also display other information, such as total remaining driving time for the week, with a single click. 

Besides VDO Counter, the DTCO 2.0a additionally offers a simplified download function and is easier to handle. Like its predecessor, the DTCO also takes into account the 1-minute rule that allows the legally authorized driving times to be exploited as efficiently as possible.
But VDO Counter can really be used to full advantage in combination with DTCO SmartLink, as this allows drivers to display their driving and rest times in easy-to-read graphic form on their smartphones. All they have to do is plug DTCO SmartLink into the slot on the front of the tachograph and link up to the VDO driver app via Bluetooth. Besides displaying the driving and rest times, drivers can also use their smartphones as a remote control for the digital tachograph – a function that is actually available from the R1.3 series upward. The remote control has a scope of up to 15 meters, allowing drivers to check their driving and rest times even outside the cab. Another advantage of the DTCO SmartLink concerns the manual updating of driver data – now, this can be done simply via the driver's smartphone.  
The requisite VDO app is available for smartphones running on Android free of charge; a similar app for iPhones is to follow at a later date. With this attractive package consisting of the DTCO 2.0a and DTCO SmartLink, fleet managers and truck drivers alike can get the very most out of valuable driving times and take advantage of the tachograph control via smartphone. 
With sales of €32.7 billion in 2012, Continental is among the leading automotive suppliers worldwide. As a supplier of brake systems, systems and components for powertrains and chassis, instrumentation, infotainment solutions, vehicle electronics, tires, and technical elastomers, Continental contributes to enhanced driving safety and global climate protection. Continental is also an expert partner in networked automobile communication. Continental currently has approximately 170,000 employees in 46 countries.
The Automotive Group with its three divisions Chassis & Safety (sales of approximately €7.0 billion in 2012, 34,500 employees), Powertrain (sales of approximately €6.1 billion in 2012, 31,000 employees) and Interior (sales of approximately €6.4 billion in 2012, 33,000 employees) achieved sales of approximately €19.5 billion in 2012. The Automotive Group is present in more than 170 locations worldwide. As a partner of the automotive and commercial vehicle industry, it develops and produces innovative products and systems for a modern automotive future, in which cars provide individual mobility and driving pleasure consistent with driving safety, environmental responsibility and cost-efficiency.
Within the Continental Interior Division the Commercial Vehicles & Aftermarket Business Unit accommodates the specific requirements of the commercial vehicle, special vehicle and aftermarket sector. A global network of sales and service companies ensures proximity to local customers. Covering the product brands Continental, VDO, ATE and Barum the Business Unit offers electronic products, systems and services for commercial and special vehicles, a broad selection of products for specialized workshops and spare parts for the Independent Aftermarket and the Original Equipment Services after end of series production of the vehicle manufacturer.
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